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One Week More Experience 

This program gives what it promises! I had the 
opportunity to work remotely for 3 days in the PKF Attest 
Office in the me-tropolis of Madrid. An extraordinary 
experience for which I am incredibly grateful! I gained 
insights into a different culture, explored a new working 
environment and met wonderful people!” 

Vivien Sobol 
Consultant, Audit/Tax  
PKF Wulf Gruppe, Germany 
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Secondee name: Vivien Lara Sobol, Consultant, Audit / Tax 
Assignment period: 30 September to 02 October 2024 
From: PKF Wulf Gruppe, Stuttgart, Germany 
To: PKF Attest, Madrid, Spain 
This program gives what it promises! I had the 
opportunity to work remotely for 3 days in the PKF 
Attest Office in the me-tropolis of Madrid. An 
extraordinary experience for which I am incredibly 
grateful! I gained insights into a different culture, 
explored a new working environment and met 
wonderful people! 

How could I work on-site? 
Basically, the only change is the place of work. Instead 
of doing my tasks in the Stuttgart office, my desk was in 
Madrid for these 3 days.PKF Attest gave me my own 
desk, office chair, a screen with HDMI cable, access to 
Wi-Fi and the power grid. 

Of course, I was also allowed to use the bathrooms, 
kitchens, private glass rooms for phone calls and 
meeting rooms. I gained access to the building by 
registering at reception every day. 

I had brought my work laptop and other accessories 
such as my headset, DATEV stick, mouse and work 
handy with me from Germany. 😊😊 

 

Which office did I visit? 
As I mentioned before, I visited the PKF Attest office in 
Madrid, on the 7th floor with an interesting view of the 
typical Span-ish houses. The office is in a business area 
of the city but still centrally located, so you can be in 
the city center within 15 minutes by metro. There were 
shops and restaurants within walking distance. The 
nearest metro station was also only 5 - 10 minutes 
away from the office. 😉😉 

The office is very different from ours in Stuttgart. It is 
set up as an open-room office, with a few individual 
glass rooms where you could hold important meetings 
or phone calls, if necessary, which on the one hand 
ensured privacy, but was also good for not disturbing 
others in their concentration. 
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PKF Attest has rented 2 floors in this building. The 4th 
floor houses the Tax, Audit and Corporate Finance 
teams, while the 7th floor is home to teams such as 
Legal, IT, Capital Markets, Innovation Management, and 
the Marketing, Communications and Business 
Development team I visited.  

There is a kitchen, meeting rooms and a reception on 
each floor. Depending on the floor, the workstations 
were modern or still furnished in the old style. It was all 
very open and in a simple style, which in my opinion 
exuded a Spanish flair. 😊😊 

What was the team like? 
I had the honor of visiting the Business Development 
team during this time. My workplace was also set up 
there. I was warmly welcomed by @Gonzalo Ruiz Cruz 
(Ambassador) and then by @Juan Carlos Sanchez 
Ahumada (ILP) who introduced me to the team. The 
welcome was incredibly friendly and open. I felt very 
comfortable and welcome from the very first sec-ond! 
There was an immediate mutual interest, which is why 
the topics of conversation never ran out. I am 
particularly grate-ful for the integration into the team 
that I was able to experience. I didn't take that for 
granted! 

Whether at breakfast or lunchtime, I was never left 
alone but involved and was therefore able to spend 
every break with these wonderful people and get to 
know more about the Spanish culture and the 
colleagues themselves. During the lunchtime walk, I was 
also shown the beautiful sides of the neighborhood and 
had a chance to cool off! 😉😉 

We understood each other from the very first minute 
and being together and working together in a 
coordinated manner worked really well. I think pictures 
say more than a thousand words! ♥ 

Unfortunately, I don't have a picture of the lunch in the 
typical modern Spanish restaurant! ☹ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What makes “One week  
more” special? 
The opportunity to get to know working life in Spain, 
Madrid, was a special and unique experience! In 
addition to the sights and the vacation experience, it is 
always interesting to observe the work culture of other 
countries and to see how people work there, how they 
interact with each other and how tasks are done. You 
don't get these impressions as a tourist and that's 
exactly why the “One Week More” program is so 
valuable in my eyes! At the beginning I was afraid of not 
seeing enough of the city, but to be honest I enjoyed 
the time and conversations in the office more than any 
sightseeing program in the evening.  
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I felt like I learned more about Madrid, Spanish culture 
and life in Spain than I would have through any other 
tour. I would want to experience these days again at 
any time to the same extent and in no way have the 
feeling of having missed any-thing. Of course, I owe this 
to my great colleagues who went out of their way to 
make this experience as enjoyable as possi-ble! 

I was able to try the Spanish cuisine and trusted the 
recommendations of my colleagues, which I didn't 
regret! I was also happy to accept the 
recommendations for my evening meal, which meant 
that I was able to try not only Spanish food, but also 
Italian and Asian. 

I have learned a lot and come back to Germany with a 
completely new perspective and greater knowledge 
about Spain! 

In these 3 days I have learned and taken away more 
than in any Spanish vacation before and exactly this 
experience has made these days all the more special, 
which is why I can recommend this program to anyone 
who not only wants to see the country, but also get to 
know the people there and learn more about their way 
of working and culture. 

How do I see Spain and PKF Attest 
after this time? 
Madrid is one of the most beautiful cities I have had the 
pleasure of visiting! 

This city is incredibly individual and offers something for 
everyone to see. 

There is an old town with beautiful old houses but also 
the new district that reflects the modern side. From 
small boutiques, the view over the green landscape to 
Madrid's Times Square and the skyscrapers, you can 
find everything!  

I could go on for hours about this city, but I would say –  

Let´s do it on your own! 

As mentioned above, the PKF Attest Office is like any 
other office. I don't think anyone will want to work in 
another country just to change offices. 😉😉 But it's the 
people in this office that make it so special, and I can 
only say that it's well worth a visit! 

 

Where did I live? 
As with my normal trips, I booked a bed in an 8-room 
hostel. This type of accommodation is not for everyone, 
but I have to say it worked well. I had a safe for my 
things and my bed was protected by a curtain so that I 
had my privacy in the evening. I was also able to get to 
know other travelers and remote workers and exchange 
ideas with these interesting people. The advantage of a 
hostel is simply that you can get to know other people 
alongside your work and there are also activities on 
offer if you don't want to explore the city on your own 
after work. I can only agree with Svenja Grotkopp, who 
did a Secondment in Singapore, and said – “it’s 
definitely worth it.” 



 
 

ONE WEEK MORE EXPERIENCE 4 
 

 

 

What was my working day like  
in Madrid? 

7:30 AM The alarm rings 

8:00 AM 
After getting ready in the bathroom, I 
went to the kitchen for breakfast 

8:30 AM 
After enjoying the churros with Nutella 
and a large cup of coffee, I went to  
the metro 

9:00 AM 

The overcrowded metro brought me to 
the PKF Attest Office on time, a quick 
check-in at reception and off to my 
desk to start work  

12:00 PM 
There was a short breakfast and coffee 
break to recharge your batteries and 
catch up a little with all 

3:00 PM 

Focused work makes you hungry! 
That's why we went to the kitchen in 
the afternoon for a joint or, depending 
on the day, for a delicious lunch in a 
restaurant. 

3:30 PM 
A short walk together is always good 
for your health 

6:30 PM 
The working day has come to a 
successful end. I pack up my stuff and 
went back to the hostel 

7:00 PM 

As the sun fortunately doesn't set as 
early in Madrid as it does in Stuttgart, I 
had enough time for an after-work 
sightseeing program 

My impression 
In my opinion, the “One Week More” program is a 
unique opportunity to strengthen professional and 
personal development. It promotes intercultural 
competence and provides valuable insights into 
international business practices. At the same time, it 
helps to expand your own network and enables a global 
exchange of knowledge.  

The opportunity to change your working environment 
while making new contacts and getting to know the way 
of working in another country is unique and enriching. I 
think this report shows how valuable this experience is 
and how much fun I had and new things I learned. I can 
only recommend everyone to take advantage of this 
opportunity, also to simply get to know another city and 
see more than just the sightseeing attractions. ������  
Do it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


